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Early Assembly Actions 
Through Saturday 


Agnes Scott College president is elected moderator of 101st 
Assembly on first ballot. . . . Retiring Moderator Boggs 
calls for continuing reformation, rededication to the 
church’s mission. . . . Resolution attacking National Coun- 
cil of Churches is rejected in opening session. . . . Reports 
adopted on Centennial, Book of Church Order, the Tithe. 
.. . Brief statement will be studied for another year... . 
Mary Baldwin president says the church has often been 
hostile to change, calls for stronger efforts in Christian 
education to meet present-day and future changes. . . . As- 
sembly confronts challenge to meet crowded urban areas 
with adequate extension plan. . . . Report on Confession 
statement dealing with condemnation to eternal punish- 
ment is approved, with protests suggesting invalid proce- 
dure. . . . Possibility of worldwide Reformed creedal 
statement is commended to World Presbyterian Alliance. 
... Record number of fraternal delegates from North Amer- 
ica and abroad brings greetings to centennial Assembly. . . . 
Memorable entertainment is afforded commissioners on a 
Texas ranch. 











Letters to the Editors 


Debate on Merger Proposal Continues 





Rejects Stimson Argument 


“Should United Presbyterians join 
Episcopalians first?” If this were the 
question, the undersigned, who sponsored 
his presbytery’s overture to the General 
Assembly for action essentially on the 
principles proposed by Dr. Blake, would 
very firmly say No. Probably so would 
most of the presbyters in the 27 presby- 
teries that have been reported as send- 
ing similar overtures. 

Matter of fact is that this has never 
been proposed. Therefore mourning the 
“unenviable bind” of the Presbyterian 
Church resulting from bilateral negotia- 
tions, presumably with far-reaching uni- 
lateral concessions to Episcopalian con- 
ditions, is completely beside the point. 
The Blake proposal was designed exactly 
to avoid such a possibility. 

Dr. Stimson’s real case is that he wants 
church union on strictly Presbyterian 
terms. This should be a very pleasing 
prospect—except that it is precisely the 
old “union” formula of the Roman 
Church: Submit to our doctrine, etc., and 
there will be union. It is one thing stead- 
fastly to confess the understanding of the 
will of God given to us by the Holy Spirit. 
It is quite another thing to presume that 
our understanding has an exclusive cor- 
ner on the whole truth, and that a dif- 
ferent understanding held by others under 
the self-same Holy Spirit differs from 
ours because human fallibility on their 
part only corrupts the truth. 

What Dr. Stimson cites as the first 
great obstacle to union is an apt illustra- 
tion both of his inaccuracy concerning 
the principles laid down by Dr. Blake, and 


of his own attitude which sets Presby- 
terian loyalty against Christian obedi- 
ence. The record proves that Dr. Blake 


referred only to the office of bishops, not 
to any specific definition of the function 
of the episcopate. His reference that we 
have need of pastor’s pastors but not of a 
hierarchy, indicates, if anything, the im- 
probability of Councils of Bishops, the 
sway of Lambeth, etc., which Dr. Stimson 
assumes as a matter of course. Even the 
formula of the Anglican-Presbyterian 
conversations in Great Britain—inconclu- 
sive as it is—of “Bishops in Presbyteries,” 
suggests a solution not saddled with all 
the burden assumed in the article. 

Finally, concerning the quotation of 
some English canon: Would we Presby- 
terians be willing to be judged by any 
uncalled-for remark of some of the less 
mature members of our communion? To 
be sure, similar obsolete sentiments will 
be voiced by not a few Episcopalians in 
this country. But this is not different 
from the narrow way of some Presbyte- 
rians. 

Far from being a plea for compromise 
of our Reformed faith, this is a plea for 
humility, willing together to be led into 
yet deeper understanding than either of 
us have. As Christians we are not our 
own, therefore we may not follow our 
likes or dislikes, but rather the clear will 
of Christ for His Church. John 17 is so 
clear indeed, that it takes an extraor- 
dinary degree of dialetics to obfuscate the 
issue. 

Kurt H. MUNCHHEIMER, M.D., B.D,. 
Moderator, Redwoods Presbytery. 
Rio Dell, California. 


Likes O. A. 


I want first to commend you for the 
publication of the article “Should United 
Presbyterians Join Episcopalians First?” 
in your April 3 issue. This is a very bold 
and factual statement by a very capable 
minister and I appreciate your fair mind- 
edness in putting in print a very tenable 
position although it is contrary to an 
utterance made from on high in our de- 
nomination. 

Having said that let me express my dis- 
appointment in your falling into line with 
the National Council of Churches in at- 
tempting to denounce the film “Operation 
Abolition.” Your editorial “Anything Is 
Possible,” of course, only quotes the criti- 
eal utterances concerning this film and 
fails to use some of the very significant 
statements found in the 50¢ folder put 
out by the N.C.C. 

I am interested and somewhat mystified 
at the great hue and cry raised by church- 
men about this film which I have viewed 
twice and which we are going to show 
to our young people in a couple of weeks. 
After all the innuendoes and inferences 
the bald fact remains that this unfortu- 
nate thing did happen in our country, 
in our time, and it was an open and con- 
tinued revolt against the orderly opera- 
tion of a government agency. 

C. RALSTON SMITH. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Lambeth and Union 


If our United Presbyterian Church be- 
gins to terminate its existence and to 
forfeit its liberty to the Bishops of Lam- 
beth at Buffalo, it will be through re- 
fusal to think with realism. To idealistic 
enthusiasts any union sounds good. Dr. 
Blake has couched his plan in sermonic 
terms, and has declined to debate the real- 
istic issues raised in my article in the 
April 3 OurLooK. By some my plain-speak- 
ing is considered indiscreet. I am willing 
to risk gross indiscretion to get the is- 
sues and relevant facts before the church, 
to prevent uninformed and unconsidered 
idealism from stampeding us. When the 
highest officer of our denomination pro- 
poses seriously that we abandon our rep- 
resentative democracy, the parity of the 
clergy, the defense of the validity of our 
ordination, and the independent freedom 
of our General Assemblies to accept Lam- 
beth’s plan and sovereignty it is no time 
to “prophecy smooth things.” 

I emphasize Lambeth because Dr. Blake 
seems oblivious to this danger. Our peo- 
ple know little about previous negotia- 
tions and the history behind Lambeth’s 
1958 proposal for unions throughout the 
world, nor have they ever heard of Lam- 
beth’s power for Episcopalians. The state- 
ment of Dr. John Heuss, rector of Trinity 
Protestant Episcopal Church, New York, 
in the April 1 Presbyterian Life should 
instruct us. He says that the American 
Episcopal Church, being part of the world- 
wide Anglican communion, “cannot moral- 
ly act on any plan of union with non- 
Episcopal churches until such proposals 
have received the approval of the Lam- 
beth Conference which will not meet until 
1968.” If we accept the Blake-Pike pro- 
posal with the historic episcopate, our 


General Assemblies would have to wait y 
to ten years for Lambeth to act befor 
they could act on important matters, jp. 
cluding any further unions in America, 

The Lambeth bishops are not naive jp 
their bid for power. Their own broarg 
evangelical churchmen have repeatedly 
protested their intransigent position. 4g 
early as 1902 Rev. H. Hensley Hengop, 
D.D., Canon of Westminster and late 
Bishop of Durham told their Church Cop. 
gress: “To invite non-Episcopal churches 
to treat with you, and at the same time 
to propound as a preliminary assumption 
the invalidity of their ministry and the 
doubtfulness of their Eucharist is to per. 
petuate an absurdity as well as to offer 
an insult.” The Home Reunion Commit. 
tee of the Lambeth Conference of 1888 hag 
pled for recognition of the ministry of 
those ordained in non-Episcopal churches 
as an indispensable preliminary to re. 
union negotiations. But the Lambeth 
fathers ignored this wise utterance, and 
have remained obdurate to this day. 

In 1946, after long negotiations, the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in America 
rejected a proposed basis of union with 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, and ip 
structed its Commission on Approaches 
to Unity to carry on any further negotia- 
tions on the basis of the Lambeth Quad. 
rilateral which makes the historic epis. 
copate the prerequisite. There has been 
no change in these terms. The Lambeth 
Conference of 1958 only reaffirmed them, 
and, assuming that the growing popv- 
larity of ecumenicity offered them new 
opportunity to extend their dominion, ad- 
vised Anglican churches around the world 
to enter unions on this basis. Dr. Blake’s 
proposal is to open negotiations on the 
explicit basis of conceding the necessity 
of the historic episcopate with two kinds 
of laying-on-of-hands ceremonies. He 
would let them assume at the start that 
our orders are invalid. 

Why is Lambeth so unbending? They 
will affirm theological reasons, but we 
cannot help observing that by maintain- 
ing the historic episcopate with its ex 
exclusive claims of apostolic ordination 
Lambeth guarantees its own power and 
authority over any resulting merged 
churches! It is for this reason that the 
Buffalo Assembly should adopt some such 
overture as that of the Presbytery of Chi- 
cago. This would instruct the Committee 
on Church Union, first, to explore with 
the churches named in the Blake proposal 
whether each is willing to recognize the 
others as true churches of Christ, pos 
sessing a valid ministry, before under 
taking any serious negotiations, and to 
keep in mind our hope of reunion with 
our Presbyterian and Reformed church: 
ree 

EpWARD W. STIMSON. 
Omaha, Nebraska. 


Subscriber 


I though I could do without your paper, 
but I can’t. Subscription enclosed. 


Liperty, Mo. 


On the Threat of War 


If your readers are like other Ameri 
cans, they would appreciate knowing that 
a copy of Community of Fear may be ob 
tained free by anyone who writes to: 

The Center for the Study of Demo 
cratic Institutions, Box 4068, Santa 
Barbara, California. 
IrvinG F. LAUcKS. 
Healdsburg, California. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second class postage paid at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook Publishers 


Inec., 512 East Main Street, 


Richmond 19, Virginia, 


MIlton 9-1371; night, ELgin 8-6987. 


except 


alternate weeks July and August and last week December. 
15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Telephone 





OLD 


(| el 


CHU! 
Com 
ter I 
educé 
to re 
for | 
Live, 
Talk 
a Fr 
Mor’ 
dents 
their 
pleds 
all e 
state’ 
confe 
of p 
sidiz 
ment 
tiona 
and 

logic 
Dwi 
thers 
2,49. 
body 
oF | 
nity 

rene’ 
cons’ 
solid 
The 
in t 
Cath 
cont 
scho 
west 
NET 
byte 
Nati 
its ‘ 
has 

Aw 
layn 
Acti 
will 

in tl 
lar ¢ 
Assi 
tabli 
pose 


Pres 
tion 
phia 


“ 


cern 


vait wp 
before 
ers, in- 
lerica, 
aive in 
broard 
eatedly 
on. As 
Lenson, 
1 later 
Ch Con- 
lurcheg 
1e time 
mption 
ind the 
to per- 
to offer 
om mit- 
888 has 
stry of 
hurches 
to re 
ambeth 
ce, and 
ay. 
ns, the 
\merica 
yn with 
and ip: 
roaches 
negotia- 
1 Quad- 
ic epis- 
as been 
ambeth 
d them, 
5 «popu: 
m new 
ion, ad- 
e world 
Blake's 
on the 
ecessity 
o kinds 
2s. He 
art that 


? They 
but we 
aintain- 
its ex- 
lination 
ver and 
merged 
shat the 
me such 
- of Chi- 
mmittee 
re with 
proposal 
nize the 
ist, pos 
under: 
and to 
on with 
church: 


[MSON. 


ir paper, 


‘y, Mo. 


- Ameri- 
‘ing that 
y be ob 
; to: 

f Deme 
3, Santa 


AUCKS. 


ublishers 
elephone 





The Presbyterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 143. No. 19. May 8, 1961. 


Serving the Presbyterian 
Churches, U. S., & U. P. USA 


512 East Main St., Richmond 19, Virginia 








| NEWS ROUND-UP 








e THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CuurcHES’ Broadcasting and Film 
Commission has received the George Fos- 
ter Peabody Award for radio-television 
education for its numerous contributions 
to religious broadcasting, with citations 
for four programs: Looking Up and 
Live, Frontiers of Faith, Pilgrimage, 
Talk Back. Pilgrimage was also awarded 
a Freedoms Foundation Medal. ... e 
More THAN 800 Southern Baptist stu- 
dents from 55 Texas colleges expressed 
their opposition to racial prejudice and 
pledged their support of desegregation of 
all educational institutions at the recent 
statewide Texas Baptist Student Union 
conference... . @ A NATIONWIDE STUDY 
of pre-seminary education is being sub- 
sidized by a grant from the Lilly Endow- 
ment, Inc., and sponsored by the Na- 
tional Association of Biblical Instructors 
and the American Association of Theo- 
logical Schools. Keith R. Bridston and 
Dwight W. Culver will direct the project. 

. © MEMBERSHIP in the United Lu- 
theran Church in America has reached 
2,495,009. This is the largest Lutheran 
body in North America. .. . e PARENTS 
oF Bradfordsville, a Protestant commu- 
nity in eastern Marion County, Ky., have 
renewed their seven-year legal fight for 
construction of a centrally located con- 
solidated public high school in their area. 
They charge “religious discrimination” 
in their suit and ask whether Roman 
Catholic nuns should be permitted to 
continue teaching in two public high 
schools in the predominantly Catholic 
western half of the county. ... e KEN- 
NETH S. Keyes of Miami, Fla., a Pres- 
byterian layman, has been named by the 
National Association of Evangelicals as 
its “Layman of the Year.” Mr. Keyes 
has long been active in the NAE.... e 
A NEW ORGANIZATION of Roman Catholic 
laymen of New York, to be known as 
Action for Interracial Understanding, 
will fight racial strife and operate with- 
in the structure of the Third Order Secu- 
lar of St. Francis... . e THe NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF EVANGELICALS will es- 
tablish a theological study committee com- 
posed of leading evangelical scholars. .. . 
¢ BisLe PrespyTERIANs of Philadelphia 
Presbytery have announced their opposi- 
tion to Billy Graham’s Greater Philadel- 
Phia Crusade in August because of his 
sponsorship by modernists and undis- 
cerning conservatives.” 


ALSTON IS 10st G. A. MODERATOR 


Woman’s College President Succeeds Little Rock Pastor 


A motion to table a resolution attack- 
ing the National Council of Churches re- 
sulting in a 250-248 vote and a chal- 
lenge to the Moderator’s ruling denying 
a recount featured the opening session of 
the 101st General Assembly meeting in 
the Highland Park church, Dallas, 
Texas. 

Vernon Patterson, Charlotte, N. C., 
elder, offered a resolution attacking the 
NCC on grounds usually mentioned and 
calling for withdrawal of support. When 
he sat down, Professor Donald G. Mil- 
ler of Union Seminary moved that the 
resolution be tabled. The close vote and 
appeal of the moderator’s ruling followed, 
with the Assembly sustaining the ruling 
437 to approximately 73 (the negative 
was not counted). 

While some newspaper reporters said 
this looked like nip-and-tuck on a test 
issue, other informed people pointed out 
that many commissioners who are strong 
NCC supporters voted not to table on 
the grounds of “fair-play,” feeling that 
discussion is legitimate. Some people 
pointed out that a resolution is one man’s 
opinion which he brings to the Assem- 
bly floor, lacking the status of an over- 
ture which comes from an official count 
of the church. The Assembly is under 
no obligation to refer every matter that 
comes before it to a committee. 





ALSTON: No votes in his pocket. 


Moderator Elected 

Next most stirring action of the first 
session saw the election of President Wal- 
lace M. Alston of Agnes Scott College as 
moderator on the first ballot over William 
Childs Robinson and James A. Jones, 
the latter obviously nominated spontane- 
ously in unprepared speeches. 

Former Moderator Philip E. Hower- 
ton, Charlotte, N. C., and David M. 
Currie, Texas City pastor nominated Dr. 
Alston. Mr. Howerton described Dr. Al- 
ston as a man possessing “a great intel- 
lect, a presbyter of known ability, a highly 
successful pastor and preacher, an ex- 
perienced executive, a polished presiding 
officer, a man who has shown his ability 
to interpret the mind of Christ to our 
younger generation.” 

Mr. Currie described the achievements 
at Agnes Scott during the 10-year Alston 
administration, his leadership as chair- 
man of the centennial committee, “keep- 
ing the emphasis on “the celebration of 
our heritage and on the mission of evan- 
gelism.”” He said, ‘He doesn’t come here 
with a bunch of votes in his pocket [al- 
luding to two seminary nominees whose 
graduates are ministers]. The Assembly 
won't allow alumnae from his school to 
vote in its meetings. But each of 
you, married to a lovely wife or father 
to sweet daughters, cast your vote for 
Wallace Alston’s election and tell them 
you cast a vote to elect as moderator the 
president of a college for women.” He 
spoke of Dr. Alston’s “winsomeness, his 
knowledge of Jesus as Savior and Lord, 
and his concern for the church to be the 
church.” 

The Robinson nomination was made 
by Carl W. McMurray, Marion, N. C., 
pastor, seconded by U. S. Gordon, First 
church pastor, Gainesville, Fla. Mr. Mc- 
Murray appealed to the commissioners 
to elect Dr. Robinson in order to recog- 
nize “high seniority in the church’s serv- 
ice, to recognize his 40 years, fulfilling 
a mission unique in the church of our 
time.” He spoke of him as “one of the 
foremost scholars,” a man “true to the 
faith, never withdrawing into the past or 
living in an ivory tower.” Dr. Gordon, 
as a member of the Columbia Seminary 
board, paid tribute to Dr. Robinson’s 
influence upon the students, to his loyal- 
ty. He said, “Opinions change but con- 
victions don’t change.” He said Dr. Rob- 








inson, as a theologian and historian is 
loyal. He is a man of forward-looking 
purpose. 

When a lull came in the proceedings, 
with no motion to close the nominations, 
Charles C. Talley, Manchester, Md., said 
he had been hoping someone would nom- 
inate President James A. Jones of Union 
Seminary but when no one else did, he 
wished to do so. He paid brief tribute 
to Dr. Jones’ service to the church and 
leadership of the seminary and his posi- 
tion of influence as president of the 
American Association of Theological 
Schools. Edward V. Ramage, First 
church, Birmingham, Ala., said that al- 
though he was a Columbia Seminary 
graduate and had two sisters who went 
to Agnes Scott, he wished to second the 
nomination of Dr. Jones, paying tribute 
to his leadership and service. 

When the result of the balloting was 
announced it was shown that Dr. Alston, 
with 261 was elected on the first ballot. 
Dr. Robinson had 133 and Dr. Jones 
116. Drs. Robinson and Jones moved to 
make the election unanimous and this was 
done. 

While the ballots were being counted, 
routine references were made, late reso- 
lutions were introduced, and a record- 
breaking number of fraternal delegates 
was presented by Judge John A. Fulton, 
Louisville, Ky., chairman of the perma- 
nent committee on inter-church relations. 

Dr. Boggs’ sermon (see page 5) and 
his report for the year (OUTLOOK, May 
1), he said, should be considered as one 
message. His sermon topic, on the herit- 
age and mission of the church, was as- 
signed him. His report, he said, was an 
effort to apply the doctrines stressed in 
the sermon. 

Former moderators of the Assembly 
were on the platform: 1947, J. R. Cun- 
ningham; 1948, C. Darby Fulton; 1949, 
W. E. Price; 1955, J. McD. Richards; 
1956, W. Taliaferro Thompson; 1957, 
William M. Elliott; 1958, Philip A. 
Howerton; and Dr. Boggs, 1960, was 
presiding. The long-time (1935-59) 
stated clerk, E. C. Scott, was also pre- 
sented. 

In the induction ceremony, Dr. Boggs 
presented the traditional symbols of of- 
fice: the silver gavel and the Celtic Cross. 
The latter is a duplicate of two crosses 
from the Island of Iona in Scotland, 
passed on from moderator to moderator 
in the Presbyterian Assemblies of this 
country, symbolizing the hope of even- 
tual reunion of these bodies. The origin- 
ator of the tradition and donor of the 
cross is Harrison Ray Anderson, Fourth 
church, Chicago, a long-time advocate 
of Presbyterian reunion. 

Dr. Boggs was paid tribute by the new 
moderator, expressing the appreciation of 
the church and the Assembly for his year 
of outstanding leadership. Dr. Alson ap- 
pealed for the prayers of the commis- 
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sioners, predicting that the Dallas As- 
sembly would not provide “an easy time 
for a moderator.”” He spoke of strong 
convictions held by commissioners on dif- 
ferent sides of difficult issues and he 
appealed for frankness, honesty, for 
unity and considerateness. 

P. J. Garrison, Jr., executive secretary 
of Northeast Texas Presbytery, served 
as recording clerk. Temporary clerks 
were Stewart H. Long, Tampa, Fla.; J. 
Russell Young, Palm Springs, Fla.; and 
William B. Krieg, Jr., Dickinson, Texas. 

In the sanctuary of the church with 
the largest membership in the General 
Assembly, Dr. Elliott, the host pastor, led 
the opening service, with a chorus choir. 
Elder L. Roy Klein, chairman of the en- 
tertainment committee, welcomed the As- 
sembly and described opportunities of the 
days ahead. 


Committee Work 

All day Friday was consumed by com- 
mittee work where the work of Assembly 
agencies and the references by lower judi- 
catories were examined for report to the 
Assembly. Late afternoon was devoted 
to a reception for former moderators and 
their wives. 

Friday evening focused attention on 
Christian education, with an address by 
President Samuel R. Spencer of Mary 
Baldwin College (Va.), and a presenta- 
tion of the church extension program of 
Dallas Presbytery, with graphic and in- 
spiring evidence of Presbyterian efforts 
to keep pace with the area’s burgeoning 
population, now past one million. 


Saturday Morning 

The moderator named T. O. Andrew, 
Dublin, Ga.; John C. Laughlin, Decatur, 
Ga.; and J. Calvin Chestnutt, Mont- 
gomery, Ala., as assistants to the mod- 
erator during the business sessions. 

The feature of the first day of business 
was a two-hour procession of fraternal 
delegates, each one speaking briefly in 
terms of the centennial observance of the 
Assembly. More than 20 were heard, 
setting an all-time record for the Assem- 
bly. 

No discussion was precipitated in 
adopting ad interim reports as submitted 
on the Centennial (OUTLOOK, Mar. 20) 
and the Book of Church Order (Ovt- 
LOOK, Apr. 3). 

The morning closed in the midst of a 
discussion of an ad interim report on a 
brief statement of faith (OvTLOoK, Mar. 
13), offered after three vears of study. 
The chairman, Charles L. King of Hous- 
ton, was ill, and Felix B. Gear of Co- 
lumbia Seminary took his place. 

There appeared to be organized oppo- 
sition on the part of a few to any kind 
of brief statement. However, on various 
test votes it seemed that a 314-143 ma- 
jority wanted such a statement but was 
willing to have further study and the 
possibility of submitted suggestions, as 


Dr. Gear himself had indicated would be 
acceptable. 

Opponents first attempted to receive 
the report as information, suggesting that 
the present (1913) brief statement js a 
stronger one. Hoyt Evans and Vernon 
W. Patterson, Charlotte, N. C., favoreg 
this, as did Jesse W. Cooke and & 
Crowell Cooley, Norfolk, Va.; as well as 
E. C. Scott, Atlanta, and Erskine Jack. 
son, Kosciusco, Miss.; William Childs 
Robinson, Decatur, Ga., and G. Aikes 
Taylor, Asheville, N. C., sought to make 
amendments. 

Supporters of the statement stressed the 
need of such to use in instructing new 
members and officers and particularly for 
students and teachers. Wave H. McFad. 
den, Monroe, La.; Herbert A. Miller, St, 
Louis, Nat K. Reiney, Nashville, Tenn.; 
Ian Morrison, Upperco, Md., and Presj- 
dent John D. Moseley of Austin College 
supported early adoption of the state. 
ment. 

Edward D. Lilly, Hartsville, S. C, 
made the motion that prevailed (275- 
187), recommitting the statement, with 
suggestions to be invited before the final 
draft is offered next year. 


Saturday Afternoon 

Professor John H. Leith of Union 
Seminary (Va.) presented the report that 
caught the attention of newspapers and 
broadcasters, resulting in their announce- 
ments that the church has abandoned or 
softened a long-held doctrine. 

The report (OuTLOoK, Apr. 10) dealt 
with the negative side of predestination, 
the doctrine that some men are con- 
demned to eternal punishment. 

An able committee recommended that 
specific paragraphs touching this matter 
not be removed from the confessional 
statement, in view of the difficulty or im- 
possibility of such a procedure. Such, it 
said, “would destroy the unity of the 
creed without resolving the problem.” It 
called for widespread study of the do- 
trine of God’s sovereignty, study of the 
confession in relationship to the total Re- 
formed tradition and to other Reformed 
statements, with emphasis upon the fac 
that God “desires all men to be saved.” 

It called for “a contemporary formula- 
tion of Reformed faith and the desirabil- 
ity that this work be undertaken by the 
worldwide Reformed community,” this 
desire to be communicated to the theologi- 
cal department of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance (Geneva). 

Major attention centered on a recom- 
mendation which asked the Assembly to 
“declare that in its judgment the dot 
trines of foreordination to everlasting 
death as formulated in the Confession is 
not an adequate statement of Christian 
faith, because it implies, regardless of 
the intention of the authors, an eternal 
negative decree; and that the doctrine 
as stated in the Confession is not essel- 

(Continued on page 10) 
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@ The retiring moderator’s sermon preached at the opening of the 
101st Presbyterian, U. S., General Assembly, Dallas, Texas 


Our Presbyterian Heritage and Mission 


“The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God shall stand for- 
ever.” —Isaiah 40:8 


W* HAVE GATHERED HERE 
to celebrate a hundred years of 
Presbyterian history. We have gathered 
here also to dedicate ourselves anew to 
the living principles of God’s eternal 
word that were re-discovered at the time 
of the Protestant Reformation. 

In the opening moments of this Assem- 
bly we wish to voice our gratitude to God 
for those who laid the foundations of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., in the days of 
the great conflict. Eternity alone can 
measure the fruitage of their labors. A 
hundred years are a short span in the 
world’s long history, yet who can measure 
the toil, the prayers, the countless acts 
of devotion and of love, the gifts of life 
and treasure for Christ’s cause that are 
encompassed within these hundred years? 
We are deeply indebted to a great host 
of Christian believers, who organized our 
church in times of national trouble, who 
maintained her through years of light and 
shadow, and who, by God’s good grace, 
have brought her to her present state of 
strength and prosperity. In this holy 
place we are “compassed about with a 
great cloud of (heavenly) witnesses.” We 
are deeply and gratefully aware that 
“others have labored and you have en- 
tered into their labor.” 

We wish also in this Centennial As- 
sembly to re-affirm our oneness with all 
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
throughout the world. Our fathers in the 
faith who organized our church into a 
separate denomination had no intention 
of abandoning either the doctrines or the 
form of government of Reformed and 
Presbyterian Christianity. We count our- 
selves deeply committed to the truths of 
Holy Scripture maintained by this great 
arm of Protestantism. 


We have chosen for our Centennial 
theme Our Presbyterian Heritage and 
Mission. As we contemplate our heritage, 
we look toward the past and anchor our 
souls in the truths that have stood the 
test of time. As we contemplate our mis- 
sion we look toward the future and gird 
ourselves for the tasks ahead. I count it, 
therefore, my joy and privilege in this 
opening sermon to direct your thoughts 
to both aspects of this great theme. For 
a text I have selected the words of the 
prophet recorded in Isaiah 40:8, “The 
grass withers, the flower fades; but the 
word of our God will stand forever.” 





DR. BOGGS is minister of Second church, 
Little Rock, Ark. 
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By MARION A. BOGGS 


The Word of God 


The first strong and vigorous element 
in our Reformed and Presbyterian heri- 
tage is the living and authoritative word 
of God. This word of God is made avail- 
able in the Holy Scriptures as they are 
interpreted to us by the Holy Spirit. 

The Bible is for us “the infallible rule 
of faith and practice.” The Bible is the 
ultimate authority among us, for we be- 
lieve that it is through the Bible that 
Christ makes known his will for the 
church. “The Supreme Judge, by which 
all controversies of religion are to be 
determined, and all decrees of councils, 
opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of 
men, and private spirits, are to be ex- 
amined, and in whose sentence we are to 
rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit 
speaking in the Scriptures (Confession 
of Faith, Ch. I, Par. 10). Possessing this 
word of God, we have something more 
than good advice to offer to this confused 
and anxiety-ridden age. We have some- 
thing more than the accumulated wisdom 
of the centuries. We have the word of 
God which lives and abides for ever. 

Knowing something of church history, 
we remember how costly a price the re- 
formers paid for the re-discovery of the 
Bible and for its translation into the lan- 
guage of the people. We remember also 
how decisive a factor this re-discovery 
was in the restoration of New Testament 
Christianity. No one has expressed this 
more effectively than Queen Elizabeth II 
in her address before the General Assem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland, celebrat- 
ing the 400th Anniversary of the Scottish 
Reformation. She said, in part, “Holy 
Writ was liberated to the people, and as 
a result the word of God was revealed 
again as a force to be reckoned with in 
the affairs of both public and private life. 
The gospel . . . was once more seen to be 
a living light by which men ought to di- 
rect their lives and, perhaps, remould 
their institutions” (The Scotsman, Edin- 
burgh, Oct. 12, 1960). 

Throughout her history the Presby- 
terian Church has been anchored in this 
word of God. It has been the “Living 
Light” by which her doctrines were for- 
mulated and her government directed. 
The key to the Bible’s interpretation is 
found in Christ in whom the eternal 
Word became flesh. 


God's Sovereign Purpose 


A second element in our Reformed and 
Presbyterian heritage is the assurance of 


God’s sovereignty and of the progressive 
unfolding of his righteous and redemp- 
tive purpose in human history. 

It was a great hour in the history of 
Christianity when John Calvin and other 
reformers re-discovered the rock-ribbed 
and fundamental fact of the sovereignty 
of God. This rediscovery was made with 
the rediscovery of the word of God; for 
the Bible, from beginning to end, testifies 
to God’s almightiness and to his sovereign 
purpose marching through the centuries. 
The Bible begins with the story of God’s 
mighty work in the creation of the world. 
The Bible continues with the record of 
God’s unfolding purpose, culminating in 
the life, death and resurrection of Christ. 
The Bible ends with the vision of God’s 
purpose fulfilled and his kingdom tri- 
umphant, “Hallelujah! For the Lord God 
omnipotent reigneth” (Rev. 19:6). 

This rediscovery of God’s sovereignty 
brought an end to many an idol and 
many a superstition. It emancipated the 
minds and souls of men from many slav- 
ish fears. It was a powerful corrective 
to the tyranny of kings. It enabled men 
and women to see that their eternal des- 
tiny was not in the hands of a totali- 
arian church, but in the hands of the 
loving, merciful and omnipotent God. 
“If God be for us, who can be against 
us?” became not only a verse of Holy 
Scripture, but a strong anchor for the 
soul’s stability and a source of courage, 
leading to the rectifying of many ancient 
wrongs. 

This doctrine of God’s sovereignty was 
not only decisive at the time of the Prot- 
estant Reformation; it is equally decisive 
now, for the integrity of the church, and 
for a right understanding of the Chris- 
tian faith. It is within the context of 
God’s purpose for the world that we see 
the purpose and meaning in our own 
lives. It is only in the context of God’s 
sovereignty that we see any thread of pur- 
pose in history or any significance in 
human events. “When thy judgments 
are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world learn righteousness,” said the 
prophet Isaiah (ch. 26, vs. 9). 

It is only as we recognize the power 
and persistency of God’s purpose that we 
can learn history’s lessons or have any 
assurance for the future. 

God’s sovereignty applies not only to 
the world in general, but personally and 
specifically in the bestowal of his grace. 
God takes the initiative in our salvation 
and calls us into his heavenly kingdom, 
and having begun a good work in us, he 
will carry it through to its final comple- 
tion. This electing love of God, as Dr. 
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H. R. Mackintosh once said, “is not of 
temporal origin at all; it is eternal. It is 
not accidental or wavering in the execu- 
tion of its purpose, but rather the inner- 
most reality of things moving steadily 
and majestically to its goal” (The 
Christian Apprehension of God, pp. 222, 
227). Then he adds, “Nothing can go 
beyond such a faith, and in times of need 
it is the only ground which we feel does 
not shake beneath our feet.” 


The Lordship of Christ 


A third strong element in our Presby- 
terian heritage is the unrivalled Lordship 
of Christ in the church and in the world. 
Dr. Benjamin M. Palmer was not only 
speaking to the central theme of the Bible, 
but also in the finest traditions of Pres- 
byterianism when he took as his text at 
the opening meeting of our first General 
Assembly, “And gave him to be Head 
over all things to the church; which is 
his body, the fulness of him that filleth 
all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23). Christ is the 
Incarnate Son of God. He is the only 
Savior of sinful men. His birth, his life, 
his death and resurrection are not only 
the focal point of the Biblical revelation, 
they are the focal point of human history. 
Speaking of Christ’s resurrection, Bishop 
B. F. Wescott said, “To this point all 
former history converges as to a certain 
goal; from this point all subsequent his- 
tory flows as from its life-giving spring” 
(The Gospel of the Resurrection, p. 88). 
Christ is not only Lord of the church; he 
is Lord over the whole of life, and all 
things will ultimately be made subject 
to his kingly rule. “He is before all 
things,” said Paul, “and in him all things 
consist [hold together]” Col. 1:17). 

The re-discovery of the Lordship of 
Christ at the time of the Reformation was 
equal in importance to the re-discovery of 
the sovereignty of God; and its implica- 
tions were enormous. Recent authorities 
in the life and writings of John Calvin 
are of the opinion that the Lordship of 
Christ was the keynote and controlling 
theme of all that Calvin wrote and 
preached. They see Calvin’s doctrine 
of election not only as a corollary to his 
doctrine of the Divine Sovereignty, but 
also as an evidence of Christ’s sovereign 
Lordship in the bestowal of God’s saving 
grace (The Theology of Calvin, Wiil- 
helm Niesel, p. 190). 

Be this as it may, the Lordship of 
Christ is much more than a slogan and a 
rallying point in Presbyterian history. It 
is a present and powerful reality in the 
church today, and we Presbyterians must 
never forget it. Christ is the living Lord, 
not “taking a long, heavenly vacation” 
as some suppose, but ruling, governing, 
guiding and constantly renewing his 
church. Christ himself said, “I am the 
first and the last, and the Living One; 
and I was dead, and behold I am alive 
forevermore” (Rev. 1:17-18). 
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The Continuing Reformation 


A fourth strong element in our Presby- 
terian heritage is the principle of the con- 
tinuing Reformation. The Protestant 
Reformation was not only an event in 
history; it was the application of a prin- 
ciple of continuing necessity in the 
church. “The Reformed Church must 
always be reforming.” This slogan, wide- 
ly prevalent in Presbyterian and Reform- 
ed circles, is said to have originated with 
the Dutch theologian, Voetius, but re- 
gardless of its origin, it is in the best 
tradition of the great reformers. 

Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, has spoken eloquently of this 
continual renewal of the church. The re- 
newal is accomplished by the Holy Spirit 
interperting the living Word. This re- 
newal is seen in the Old Testament, in 
the New Testament and in all the cen- 
turies of Christian history (The Renewal 
of the Church, pp. 67f). 

3ecause of the living presence of the 
Living God within the church, the church 
alone among the institutions of society 
has within herself the power of continual 
renewal. “God is in the midst of her” 
(Ps. 46:5). Calvin was right when he 
said that the story of the church is the 
story of many resurrections. 

This constant referral of the church’s 
total life and work to the searching judg- 
ments of the word of God and to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit is not only in 
the best traditions of the Reformation; 
it is absolutely essential to the church’s 
continual vitality and effectiveness. It is 
so easy for a church to become static, to 
make an idol of her own history, to de- 
fend attitudes and actions of the past that 
were wrong, to refuse correction and turn 
a deaf ear to the Spirit’s leading when 
a new day dawns and new duties call. 
One of the great days of Presbyterian 
history was the day when the spiritual 
descendants of John Calvin erected an 
expiatory monument on the site where 
Michael Servetus was burned, reaffirming 
their faith in the principles taught by the 
great reformer, but acknowledging the 
mistake which was a common mistake 
of the age in which Calvin lived. John 
Milton was speaking with great cogency 
and purpose when he said, “God is de- 
creeing to begin some new and great 
period in his church, even to the reform- 
ing of the Reformation itself.’ Charles 
Haddon Spurgeon was right when he 
said, ““Every generation needs regenera- 
tion.” Along with John Robinson, the 
preacher of the Pilgrims, we Presbyte- 
rians believe that “God has more light 
and truth to break forth from his Holy 
Word.” God is the God of the living 
as well as the dead, and we Presbyterians 
will be true to our precious heritage when 
we boldly and courageously correct what 
needs to be corrected and hold ourselves 


in constant readiness to move at God's 
command. 


The Church’s Mission 

A Christian heritage implies a Chris. 
tian mission. “One generation shall laud 
thy works to another, and shall declare 
thy mighty acts” (Ps. 145:4). 

God’s purpose is that the various gen. 
erations of Christian believers shall be 
linked together, and that no one of them 
shall be complete without the others. At 
the conclusion of the great chapter on 
the heroes of faith in the eleventh chapter 
of Hebrews, we read: “And all these, 
though well attested by their faith, did 
not receive what was promised, since God 
had foreseen something better for us, that 
apart from us they should not be made 
perfect.” 

Those who went before us, like the 
believers of God in every age, cast their 
anchor into the future, and their hopes 
must be fulfilled in part, at least, by our 
fidelity. What a responsibility and what 
a challenge! 


A Mission of Proclamation 

We Presbyterians have a mission of 
proclamation. We must proclaim, by 
every resource and agency at our com- 
mand, the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

, . +4 . 
We must be evangelistic at home and mis- 
sionary abroad. Our task will not be 
complete until every soul on earth has 
heard the message of salvation and until 
every realm and every relationship of 
human life has been brought under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ. Our first As- 
sembly made one of the greatest mission- 
ary declarations of modern times when 
it said: 

“The General Assembly desires dis 
tinctly and deliberately to inscribe on our 
church’s banner, as she now first unfurls 
it to the world, in immediate connection 
with the headship of our Lord, his last 
command, ‘Go yet into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature,’ re 
garding this as the great end of her or 


ganization, and obedience to it as the 
indispensable condition of her Lord’s 
promised presence. .. .” 


We should not allow this Assembly to 
come to a close until we have reaffirmed 
this missionary purpose. Other interests 
and activities are important to a full- 
orbed Christian program within the 
church, but the evangelistic and mission- 
ary task is central and all-important. 
This is our Presbyterian Mission to the 
Nation and to the world. 


A Mission of Teaching 
Presbyterians have a teaching mission 
as well as a mission of proclamation. The 
first point of emphasis in the great com- 
mission is evangelism. The second point 
of emphasis is, “Teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you” (Matt. 28:20). The church 
has a responsibility to teach as well as 
preach the things of Christ. We have 4 
responsibility to Christianize as well as 
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to evangelize. We leave the work of the 
church half-done if we bring multitudes 
into the church and fail to teach them 
to obey Christ’s commands. The teach- 
ing ministry of the church has always 
been important, but it is more important 
now than ever. 

The churches are flourishing in Amer- 
ica, but we are witnessing a shocking 
breakdown in public and private moral- 
itv. We are manufacturing weapons of 
war by the wholesale, but integrity of 
character is in short supply. Something 
is lacking, and I am persuaded that it 
is a failure in Christian teaching. 

Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., pastor of 
this church, pointed out in a sermon a 
few months ago that “we are in a strug- 
gle for men’s minds.” The real contest 
of our day is not a struggle for the 
world’s real estate, but for the winning 
of men’s minds and their souls’ alle- 
giance. In the past our Presbyterian and 
Reformed Churches have excelled in their 
ministry of teaching. Surely, we will not 
falter now, or lag behind. For “who 
knoweth whether we have not come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” (Es- 
ther 4:14, adapted). 


AS THE EXECUTIVES SEE IT 


THE CHURCH . 


Mission of Example 


We have a mission to exemplify the 
gospel in our daily lives. If our religion 
is real, we will not only call Christ, 
“Lord, Lord”; we will do what he has 
commanded. We do indeed have our sal- 
vation from God as a gracious and un- 
merited gift, but we are also God’s work- 
manship, “created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared before- 
hand, that we should walk in them” 
(Eph. 2:10). 

We prove the genuineness of our faith 
by the excellency of our conduct and by 
our zeal to translate the precepts of 
Christ into deeds of righteousness, jus- 
tice, mercy and love. The glory of Pres- 
byterians in the past has been their zeal 
for a sound faith proving its validity 
in practical righteousness. The jubilee 
message of Presbyterians, sent out from 
Geneva, Switzerland, in 1959, reads in 
part: 


“When we proclaim, and seem to some 
to overemphasize, the sovereignty of 
God, we are declaring that God’s inde- 
fatigable love and majestic trustworthi- 
ness are the only sure foundation for a 
Christian’s confidence, the solid base, 


.. IDENTIFIED 


By MALCOLM P. CALHOUN 


N THE EARLY DAYS of the church 
Christians were identified as those of 
the Way. Indeed they were called Chris- 
tians because of their identification with 
Jesus Christ as their living Lord and 
Savior. Their commitment to him was 
recognizable by 
their self-giving in 
order to meet the 
needs of those with- 
in and without the 
= fellowship of be- 
| lievers in obedience 
to the command- 
ment of Christ to 
“love one another 
as I have loved 
you.” This recog- 
nition of their allegiance, had been an- 
ticipated by Christ when he said: “By 
this shall all men know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one an- 
other.” 


Dr. Calhoun 


I want the church today to be more 
identified with him by her self-giving to 
the needs of men. I should like to see 
the church, my denomination along with 
all others throughout the world, increas- 
ingly involved in grappling with the 
social ills of our day and quick to uphold 
ministers and laymen who seek to pro- 


DR. CALHOUN is secretary of the Division 
of Christian Action of the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Board of Christian Education. 
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claim by word and behavior the demands 
of the Christian ethic. 

I should like to see the courts of the 
church bold in speaking both to the 
church herself and to society whenever 
and wherever the well-being of persons 
at home and abroad is threatened. I 
should like to see more progress being 
made by institutions of the church such 
as schools and colleges, boards and agen- 
cies, in moving toward the acceptance 
into their life and work of persons based 
upon their merit and ability. I should 
like to see the local church become an 
inclusive fellowship of all believers in 
the Lord Jesus Christ—a fellowship real- 
ly concerned about persons for Christ’s 
sake. In this connection the court of the 
local church should not only accept the 
word of the prophet of the Lord but 
encourage him to be a prophet. I should 
like to see individual Christians so pos- 
sessed by Christ in their attitudes and 
behavior that others would be constrained 
to come to him who alone is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. 

In short, I want the church in these 
critical days to BE the church whose self- 
giving life God in his providence has 
chosen to proclaim the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. God have mercy upon us all and 
help us to be this church. 


Next WEEK—Enrnest J. Arnold, Tele- 
vision, Radio, Audio-Visuals. 


steady as eternity, from which Christians 
thrust themselves into every part of the 
human enterprise, there to work the will 
of him who sustains his whole creation. 
Thus Christians who emphasize his sov- 
ereignty in their confession make serious 
ethical endeavor a large part of their 
grateful devotion searching the word for 
his will and working to make that word 
the way of the world.” 


A Mission of Service 


Jesus said, “I am among you as one 
who serves” (Lk. 22:27). Jesus also 
said, ‘‘As the Father has sent me, even 
so I send you” (John 20:21). The 
church of Christ has a Servant Lord and 
they are a serving people. When a 
church becomes proud and haughty and 
intolerant and opinionated, it ceases to 
be a true church of Jesus Christ. A true 
church of Christ, like Christ himself, is 
prepared to spend and be spent to meet 
the needs of men in their desperate sin- 
fulness and perversity in order to secure 
their salvation. The church, then, be- 
comes an instrument of God’s purpose 
for the salvation of the world. 

“The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the word of our God will stand for- 
ever.” On the oldest tomb in Plymouth 
Cemetery these words are engraved: 
“What the fathers with such great diffi- 
culty achieved, do not basely relinquish.” 
We wish to heed these words of wisdom 
as we recall our priceless heritage from 
the past. We would be true to the faith 
once for all delivered and we would test 
our worthiness of what we have received 
by our fidelity to the mission with which 
we have been entrusted. We would meet 
the new century that lies before us with 
a new commitment to our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We would in this holy place and 
in this solemn hour make ourselves and 
all our resources utterly available to God 
for the complete fulfillment of his holy 
will. 


Fry Sees Inconsistency 
In Protestant Opposition 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS )—Protes- 
tants are not consistent in their opposition 
to federal aid for parochial schools, a 
leading Lutheran churchman admitted 
here. ° 

Franklin Clark Fry of New York said 
Protestants had compromised themselves 
by accepting federal loans for church 
colleges and federal grants for church 
hospitals. 

Nevertheless, he told a group of stu- 
dents at Northwestern Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary that he opposes federal 
aid for parochial schools but favors it for 
public education. 

x * O* 


WHEN THOU attackest the roots of sin, 

fix thy thoughts more upon the God 
whom thou desirest than upon the sin 
which thou abhorrest—WALTER HILTON 
in Scale of Perfection. 
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EDITORIAL 


Book Prevue 





Influential Doctrine 


. . . It became more and more difficult 
for a man to speak in opposition to slav- 
ery, and there came a time when a min- 
ister who spoke against the institution 
could no longer hold his pulpit. More 
than one fled to the freer atmosphere of 
the North. It was William Birney, a 
southern Presbyterian layman, who first 
saw the full significance of the denial 
of free inquiry and discussion. He de- 
veloped the thesis that slavery was in- 
compatible with the fundamental prin- 
ciple of Americanism and expanded the 
movement to free the Negro into a move- 
ment to preserve the essence of freedom 
for the white man. 

It was in this period, and in this at- 
mosphere, that our church developed its 
peculiar theory of the spirituality of the 
church. John Calvin, in Geneva, had 
sought to apply the gospel to the total life 
of the community; he believed that the 
church had a responsibility for shaping 
a Christian civilization. To understand 
the Southern Presbyterian theory, so alien 
to our Calvinistic heritage, we must re- 
member that the South, for a generation 
and more, was on the moral defensive— 
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defending itself against the moral judg- 
ment of the civilized world. What de- 
fense could it offer? The religious lead- 
ers fell back upon the Bible. The Scrip- 
tures do not condemn slavery—Abraham 
had slaves and Paul recognizes the in- 
stitution—therefore the church must not 
condemn slavery, but rather recognize its 
legitimacy. Why is this so? Because the 
Bible provides the constitution of the 
church, and beyond that constitution the 
church cannot go. 


The ablest exponent of this point of 
view, which has so influenced our church, 
was James Henley Thornwell. “We 
stand,” he says, “upon the platform of 
the Bible. God’s Word recognizes the 
relation of master and servants as a rela- 
tion that may lawfully subsist.” As a 
spiritual body, the church, he proceeded 
to argue, “has no right to interfere di- 
rectly with the civil relations of society. 

” The church, he argued again, “‘is 
not a moral institute of universal good, 
whose business it is to wage war upon 
every form of human ill... . 


“It has no commission to construct so- 
ciety afresh ... to change the forms of 
its political constitutions. . . . The prob- 
lems, which the anomalies of our fallen 
state are continually forcing on philan- 
thropy, the church has no right directly 
to solve. She must leave them to the Prov- 
idence of God, and to human wisdom 
sanctified and guided by the spiritual in- 
fluences which it is her glory to foster 
and to cherish. The church... has a 
fixed and unalterable constitution; and 
that constitution is the Word of God... . 
She can announce what it teaches, enjoin 
what it commands, prohibit what it con- 
demns. Beyond the Bible she can 
never go, and apart from the Bible she 
can never speak.” 


This theory of the spirituality of the 
church, born in the slavery controversies 
of the ante-bellum period, was strength- 
ened by the Civil War, and confirmed in 
the bitter days of reconstruction. It was 
the theory of B. M. Palmer, J. B. Adger, 
J. L. Girardeau, Thomas E. Peck, Rob- 
ert L. Dabney and others—the men who 
shaped the mind and plotted the direc- 
tions in which the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States would move. This 
view of the spirituality of the church be- 
came the distinctive view of our church, 
its understanding of its mission and its 
heritage. And it has continued so until 
the lifetime of some of us now living, 
when its influence has begun to wane, at 
least among the ministers; not so much 
yet among the laity. It has influenced, 
and it continues to influence our attitude 
toward the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., now the United Presbyterian 
Church. It has been the great obstacle to 
reunion running through the entire period 
from the beginning to the present time. It 
is the theory of the church which has 
influenced our attitude toward the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, and which 
is the basis of the opposition on the part 
of so many in our church to this great 


ecumenical organization, which holds as 
one of its tenets that the church does have 
a responsibility to speak out on mora] 
and social issues. It explains the long 
silence of our own denomination on such 
issues, why we were one of the last of the 
major denominations to have a commit. 
tee on social action, and why during most 
of its history this committee has had ty 
fight for its very existence. It lies back 
of the hesitant and uncertain attitudes 
that many of our ministers and most of 
our church courts take toward such js. 
sues, attitudes that may be reflected also 
in our theological seminaries.—Ernesr 
Tric—E THOMPSON in The Spirituality of 
the Church, to be published May 10 by 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va., 48 
pp., $1, paper. 


John Birch and Your Church 
... or P-TA 


Youth and adult groups in your church 
and community P-TAs are prime objec- 
tives of the John Birch Society. Its dic- 
tator wants infiltration. He calls for 
planned efforts to get programs in these 
groups in the name of “anti-commn- 
nism”: 

“We would like to line up a large list 
of speakers .. . all over the country—and 
there are plenty available—who would 
be willing to speak to these comparatively 
small audiences for small fees or no fees. 
: This, like everything else we are 
talking about, is a matter of planning, 
supervision and control. 

“Then we would go to work putting to- 
gether the huge lists of church clubs, PTA 
groups, and others who use such speakers, 
and start making known to them who 
was available on what subjects... .”— 
From The Blue Book of the John Birch 
Society, p. 108. 


PONDERABLES ... 


There can be no doubt of the good in- 
tentions of the sponsors of the resolution 
[establishing the National Civil War 
Centennial Commission] but in my hum- 
ble opinion it was a mistake. Winston 
Churchill, in his History of the English 
Speaking Peoples, wrote: 





The cleavages of the great Civil War 
{of England] dominated English life for 
two centuries, and many strange examples 
of their persistency survive under uni- 
versal suffrage in English constituencies 
today. 


Our Civil War was the greatest trage- 
dy in the history of any country. After 
two centuries its battles might be com- 
memorated but one century is a short pe- 
riod in the history of a country and I fear 
it is quite impossible to relive the four 
years of our Civil War without recalling 
experiences that will be unpleasant to the 
people of both North and South.—JAMES 
F. Byrnes in a Charleston, S. C., speech 
criticizing the reliving of the Civil War. 
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Footnote to Philippians 3:12-21 


ADULT CHRISTIANS 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


T WOULD BE HARD tto imagine 

Paul taking little children in his arms 
and saying, “Let the little children come 
to me, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” It has sometimes been set down 
as a charge against Saint Paul that he 
obviously did not care for children, and 
so far from holding them up as an ex- 
ample to older people, as Jesus did, on 
the contrary often urged his readers not 
to be children any more. 

In Paul’s defense it could be said that 
he was not the only wise and brilliant 
person in history who did not “hit it off” 
with children. More important, however, 
and more to the point, is the fact that 
whereas Jesus thought of children in 
terms of what was best in them, Paul 
thought of them in terms of what was 
worst. For children like the rest of us 
have their good and bad sides. We ac- 
knowledge this in our ordinary vocabu- 
lary; so that if we say that Jesus wants 
us to be child-like and Paul wants us not 
to be childish, we are not supposing any 
contradiction. 

Let us take Paul’s words for what he 
meant to say. There is no doubt that he 
regarded himself as a mature Christian. 
In 1 Corinthians 13:11 as well as in 
Philippians 3:15 and in other places, 
Paul shows that he understands himself 
to be a grown man not only in literal 
birthdays but in his spiritual life as well; 
and few would dispute that claim. In 
the brief passage before us (Phil. 3: 
12-21) he indicates some of the marks 
by which a mature Christian can be told 
apart from the immature. As Paul brings 
it out, these are standards by which we 
may judge ourselves rather than others. 


HE CHILD is typically all-passive 

or all-active. A certain little five- 
year-old, when the family is going any- 
where, catches the excitement and runs 
around like a hyper-thyroid squirrel, all 
day long. Then just as his mother is 
about worn out and it is time to start the 
trip the little boy can’t even walk; he 
wants to be carried. A child will expect 
on his birthday everything to be done for 
him; but when the party gets underway 
he wants to run the whole thing. 

The adult on the other hand combines 
wisely the active and passive aspects of 
life. In the Christian life, the adult 
Christian knows that the gospel is good 
news about what God has done for us, not 
a command first to do something for God. 
“Christ Jesus has made me his own,” 
Paul says. That was not Paul’s doing. 
The “upward call” which dominates 
Paul’s life and patterns his activities is 
God’s call—not his own initiative. “We 
wait” for a Savior from heaven; we can- 
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not hasten his coming, nor bring the 
road’s end nearer by wishing for it. 

The child, again, tends to one of two 
opposites with regard to time: he either 
doesn’t believe there is a future, or he 
doesn’t think anything can happen be- 
fore the future. The child’s life either 
ignores the future or thinks of nothing 
else. (To demonstrate the first attitude, 
offer a child the choice of a nickel today 
or a dime tomorrow. To demonstrate the 
second, promise a child something he 
really wants very much.) 

The adult on the other hand is aware 
of the future and its importance, indeed 
directs his life toward the future as he 
conceives it; but at the same time acts 
vigorously in the living present. The 
knowledge of the future, or so much 
knowledge of it as is available to him, 
neither stirs him to impatience nor lulls 
him into laziness. So with the adult 
Christian. To sit day after day by the 
window, looking into the clouds to see 
Christ coming again, is (as you would 
know) the behavior of second childhood. 
The mature Christian believes in a fu- 
ture, in God’s future; but however glo- 
rious the hope, it is not allowed to be 
an opiate, a tranquilizer. Paul sees a 
goal ahead; and so he presses on—future 
and present are both filled with meaning. 

The child swings between the poles of 
conceit and discouragement. A_ child 
tends to be always bragging about what 
it can do or crying because of something 
it can’t do. “I can’t” leans over toward 
“T won’t try.” “I can” leans toward “I 
have arrived, this is It, I’m It.” 

The adult realizes that no matter what 
his achievements, something more is al- 
ways possible. An adult can be as happy 
over his achievements as a child; but 
unlike the child he has a capacity for 
self-judgment that shows him at least 
some of the improvements that he could 
make. Reinhold Niebuhr’s philosophical 
word for this is “self-transcendence,” the 
ability to retreat from yourself a little and 
give yourself a good long look. The 
child is entirely within his achievement, 
whatever it is; the adult views what he 
has done in perspective. He has at the 
same time a sense of achievement and 
incompleteness. A statement of where I 
am now may be felt as a report of failure; 
but it is just as legitimate to think of it 
as a progress report. Paul certainly bal- 
anced his knowledge of achievement with 
an admission of ground yet to be covered. 


NCE MORE, the child imitates 
without discrimination. That is why 
parents are, or should be, intensely inter- 
ested in the kind of school to which they 
send their children. If what the children 
hear around them in school-room and 


school-yard is bad grammar and worse 
morals, the children are quite as likely to 
copy that sort of thing as the better ex- 
amples they have at home. Of course it 
can work the other way around. A com- 
mentator on Philippians writes about a 
little girl who became a perfect pest. She 
irked her elders by constant whining and 
she was a tyrant to other children. All 
of a sudden she stopped her meanness 
and (for a while anyhow) was a lovely 
little girlk When asked what had hap- 
pened, her reply was, “I don’t seem to 
want to bother anybody any more.” That 
was a work of the Holy Spirit, no doubt; 
but since the Spirit often works through 
human help, it is quite possible that the 
little girl decided to imitate some of her 
long-suffering family rather than some 
“meanie” that had taken her fancy in 
school. 

The adult is much more discriminating 
about his imitations. For an imitator 
man is born to be, of good or evil. True, 
some chronological adults are spiritual 
five-year-olds. They take on the color 
and the ideas of whatever crowd hap- 
pens to surround them at any time. But 
the true adult will select wisely those 
whom he wants to resemble. If Paul said 
to his friends, “Copy me,” or words to 
that effect, this was not conceit but be- 
cause (perhaps) the Paul they knew was 
a more vivid figure than the Jesus they 
had never seen; but probably because— 
and only insofar as—Paul himself was 
an imitator of Christ. 


AUL KNEW, moreover, that it is 

easy to slip back out of adulthood 
into childishness again. Common phrases 
indicate this: “Pull up your socks,” “Be 
your age,” and so on. We remain adult 
by continuing our adult activities. No 
retiring too soon! “I press on. . . strain- 
ing forward .. . let us hold true... .” 
Childhood is a time when we grow strong- 
er without trying; old age is a time when 
we grow weaker no matter how hard we 
try not to; but maturity is a time when we 
can stay strong, or grow stronger, only 
by constant use of the powers we have. 
To be a Christian with all your might is 
something we can rejoice in at any age; 
but the adult has the powers that child- 
hood and age (in their different ways) 
know only in dreams. 





SUMMER SCHOOL 





Combine study and travel in Alaska! 
PRESBYTERIAN 
SUMMER SCHOOL 
Whitworth and Sheldon Jackson 
June 12—July 14, 1961 
Undergraduate and Graduate Programs. 
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Two week workshops included in 
summer school program. 
For information: R. R. Armstrong 
Sheldon Jackson Junior College 
Box 479—Sitka, Alaska 

















ASSEMBLY REPORT 


(Continued from page 4) 


tial to Reformed theology as is indicated 
by its absence in this vigorous form in 
.. . [other such creeds].” 

G. Aiken Taylor attacked this recom- 
mendation, calling it an effort to weaken 
the Westminster Confession and indicat- 
ing that the creed is suffused with error. 
W. Earle Stevens, Chattanooga; Carl 
McMurray, Marion, N. C., and Crowell 
Cooley, Norfolk, also opposed it. 

It was supported by Herbert A. Miller, 
St. Louis, James Cogswell of Japan, and 
Dr. Leith. The latter declared that the 
recommendation did not say, as had been 
charged, that the creed is un-Christian 
but that every creed is limited and in- 
adequate. This does not bind anyone’s 
conscience but merely gives the opinion of 
the Assembly. 

The report was adopted as presented 
309-120, and the Assembly ordered that 
it be printed for distribution and study. 

Dr. McMurray and others joined in 
signing a protest of the action taken. He 
declared that the Assembly had no right 
to adopt the resolution, that it was vio- 
lating procedures of polity which men 
have vowed to uphold; that it is the right 
of the presbyteries to make any creedal 
change. 


Tithe Report 


W. A. Benfield, Jr., Shreveport, La., 
gave an ad interim report on the tithe 


(OuTLooK, Apr. 17) which points to the 
practice as a worthy initial standard of 
giving but declares that Christians have 
a higher and more inclusive demand in 
terms of their total stewardship. 

The Assembly took recess over the 
weekend, going directly to Kaufman, 
Texas, 30 miles away, in 10 buses and 
many cars, for a memorable barbecue on 
the Star Brand Cattle Co. ranch of 
Toddie Lee Wynne, a Highland Park 
elder. There they found unique enter- 
tainment, with old-time stage coaches, 
wagons and buggies for their rides, a 
string quartet to lead singing which lasted 
long after they had eaten from tables 
laden with regional delicacies. 

(Continued next week) 


CLASSIFIED 


HELP WANTED 


WANTED: SUPERVISOR OF BUILDINGS 
for small church college in the South. 
If interested apply, c/o Box F-28, Outlook. 














POSITION WANTED 





ORDAINED MINISTER OF CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION and teacher retiring this 
summer. Desires church or neighborhood 
house work with children and youth. Sal- 
ary limited by social security. Age 65, 
single, drives car. Write Box F-29, c/o 
Outlook. 





FOR SALE 





30 HANDSOME birchwood, dark mahogany 

stained, curved church pews, approxi- 
mately 22 feet in length. Price $1,000, 
f.o.b. in a Virginia city. Write: c/o Box 
F-30, Outlook. 








AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


DECATUR, GEORGIA 


WALLACE M. ALsTon, President 





“The confrontation of a 
student with Christian truth 
in an atmosphere where aca- 
demic excellence is cher- 
ished and where intellectual 
interests are dominant is so 
integral to Agnes Scott’s 
pur pose that those who know 
the college can scarcely con- 
ceive of a valid reason for 
its existence if this should 
ever cease to be important.” 


arts college for women. 








Fine scholarship, genuine religious faith, a self-governed student body, 
resources of an excellent physical plant, and a substantial endowment plus 
location in metropolitan Atlanta make Agnes Scott a top-ranking liberal 


Affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


For information, address 


Director of Admissions 


Buttrick Hall 
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RECORD SALE 


Classical—Children’s 
12” Hi Fidelity! Major Labels! 
Top Artists! Reduced 50 to 70% 


M-664. THE SOUND OF THE VIENNA ACaAp. 
EMY CHORUS. Works by Brahms, Mozart, 
Schubert, Bruchner, etc. Pub. at $4.98 Only $1.9 


M-500. ANDRE KOSTELANETZ and his won. 
derful orchestra are superlative in Cafe Continenta): 
Waltz from Sari, Dvorak’s Humoresque, Stolz’s 
Two Hearts in Three-Quarter Time, Brahms’ Lyl]. 
aby, Op. 49, No. 4, Straus’ Waltz Dream, Strauss’ 
Pizzicato Polka, Lehar’s Gypsy Love Walt, 
Brahms’ Hungarian Darice No. 5 in F-Sharp Minor, 
A Columbia Record. Pub. at $3.98 Only $1.9 


M-302. SPIRITUALS. Negro Spiritual sung by 
Lucretia West. Ev’ry Time I Feel de Spirit, We 
are Clim’in Jacob’s Ladder and 15 more. 

Pub. at $3.95. Only $1.98 


M-758. TEN PROTESTANT HOLY DAYS. Ep. 
dorsed by S. F. Mack, Broadcasting and Film 
Commission, National Council of Churches. , , , 
“Useful in churches, on radio and in the home,” 
Ray Middleton narrates and sings stories of these 
Holy Days: Family Week, Christmas, Good Fri. 
day, Easter, etc, Pub. at $3.98. Only $1.98 


M-441. Beethoven: SYMPHONY NO. 6 IN F MA. 
JOR (PASTORALE). The tranquility of the coun- 
try and the peaceful life of the shepherds, the rip- 
ple of the brook, the joyous reunion of country 
folk, the fury of the thunderstorm, the serene calm 
afterwards. Small wonder this great symphony is 
so revered! Otto Klemperer conducts the Vienna 
Symphony. Pub. at $4.98. 


M-440. Schubert: UNFINISHED SYMPHONY and 
Tchaikovsky: NUTCRACKER SUITE. Two superb 
musical delights on one unique record, brilliantly 
conducted for pleasurable listening by Heinrich 
Hollreiser and Jonel Perlea. 
Pub. at $4.98, Only $1.98 
M-443. Tchaikovsky: SYMPHONY NO. 6 IN B 
MINOR (PATHETIQUE). Basic to every music 
library, this is one of the most familiar and most 
enjoyed musical pieces ever written. You will 
cherish this enduring recording by the Bamberg 
Symphony conducted by Heinrich Hollreiser. 

Pub. at $4.98. Only $1.98 


M-462. CADET CHAPEL CHOIR, WEST POINT. 
Pub. at $3.98. Only $1.98 


M-465. CADET CHAPEL ORGANIST, WEST 
POINT. The fourth largest organ in the world, 
50 years in the making, this great organ is capable 
of producing the finest nuances of tone. The 
coveted post of organist-choirmaster of the Acad- 
emy went to John A. Davis, Jr. whose extraor- 
dinary talents are displayed here as he plays works 
of Mozart, Mendelssohn, Franck and others. 

Pub, at $3.98. Only $1.98 
M-451. Alec Templeton sings and plays 42 MOTH- 
ER GOOSE SONGS. The most delightful Mother 
Goose record ever produced. Order several for 
gifts! Pub. at $3.98. Only $1.9 


A Customer Writes 


. Send three records. I have just received 
three records in this listing with which I am 
delighted.” 


-ssssssssesssesessess MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE 
512 E. Main St., Richmond 19, Va. 


Gentlemen: Please send the items whose 
numbers | have entered below. 46) 


FILL IN NUMBERS CORRESPONDING 
TO TITLES HERE. 


“ 














Sa Zone_-_- State---- 
(1) Charge 
Minimum mail order purchase $3.00. Please add 


25¢ charge on orders of less than $5.00. Postage 
paid where payment accompanies order. No ta. 


[] SEND ME COMPLETE LIST OF 
RECORD BARGAINS 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


O) Payment Enclosed 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Commencement Speakers 

Speakers announced for the aproach- 
ing commencement season are listed here. 
Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalaureate 
preachers; (2) commencement speakers; 
(3) others. 














EDITORS’ REQUEST — Information 
about Presbyterian speakers at other 
than Presbyterian commencement ex- 
ercises is cordially invited—mnow, and 
not after the event. 











PRESBYTERIAN, U. S. 

PRESBYTERIAN SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN ED- 
voaTion (Va.)—(1) Robert A. Potter, 
Murphy, N. C., May 21; (2) Rachel Hen- 
derlite, Richmond, Va., May 22. 

Union SEMINARY IN VirGiIn1rA—(1) Ben 
R. Lacy, Jr.. Hampden-Sydney, Va., May 
21; Col. D. T. Moore, Lewisburg, W. Va., 
May 23. 

CoLuMBIA SEMINARY (Ga.)—(1) John 
E. Richards, Macon, Ga., May 28; (2) 
Peyton N. Rhodes, Memphis, Tenn., May 
29: (3) Mae W. Freeman, Jr., Wetumpka, 
Ala., May 28. 

Austin Seminary (Texas)—(1) John 
Bright, Union Seminary in Virginia; (2) 
William A. Benfield, Shrevport, La.; (3) 
T. Watson Street, Austin Seminary. 


* ££ & 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN, USA 

PITTSBURGH SEMINARY (Pa.)—(1) Pres- 
ident Clifford E. Barbour. May 14; (2) Eu- 
gene Carson Blake, Philadelphia, May 15. 
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McCormick Seminary (Ill.)—(1) Dean 
Samuel H. Miller, Harvard Divinity 
School, May 16. 

Princeton Seminary (N. J.)—(1) David 
B. Watermulder, Oak Park, Ill., June 4; 
(2) Dean Samuel H. Miller, Harvard Di- 
vinity School, June 6. 


U. S.-UPUSA 

Louisville Seminary (Ky.)—(1) C. 
Morton Hanna, Louisville Seminary, May 
28; (2) George E. Sweazy, Webster 
Groves, Mo., May 29. 

* * x 

PRINCETON Seminary’s President 
James I. McCord has announced that the 
language requirement at that institution 
will be dropped after a student’s first 
year. He has also announced a pilot pro- 
gram which releases students from all 
classes during the junior year, enabling 
them to devote all their time to two areas 
of study—Biblical and historical the- 
ology. 

a’ 

An exchange of students is being con- 
ducted between the EvANGELICAL Sem- 
inary in Barcelona, Spain, and the Pres- 
BYTERIAN Seminary in Carcavelos, Por- 
tugal. Last year five students from the 
former studied in Portugal for two months 
and now two Portuguese students are in 
Barcelona. 

“2 

Ground-breaking ceremonies after sev- 
en years of planning and dreaming have 
inaugurated the building program at 
LOUISVILLE PRESBYTERIAN Theological 
Seminary. Of the first stage of construc- 


tion ($3,975,000), $2,500,000 has been 
raised. The move to the new campus is 
set for the fall of 1962. Leland D. 
Schlegel has succeeded L. Owsley Has- 
kins, who was treasurer for twenty years. 
ee * 
CENTRE College (Ky.) has inaugurated 
a “Parents Weekend Program” in con- 
junction with its 57-year-old carnival 
pageant and ball. 
* * x 
RoBerT F. Cooper has been re-elected 
president of BELHAVEN College (Miss.) 
to serve “until a successor is chosen.” 
Dr. Cooper began an interim service in 
this post last fall. 
* * x 
TRINITY University (Texas) will have 
a new $250,000 building ready for use 
during the next school year. It is a fine 
arts center, the gift of the Ruth and Ver- 
non Taylor Foundation of Denver, Colo. 





Church Bulletins Wanted 


The Session’s Committee on Worship 
of this church is looking for ideas for a 
new church bulletin to be used in our 
worship service. We would appreciate it 
if this letter could appear in your paper. 
We would like to have church bulletins 
from the UPUSA as well as the USS. 
Churches.... 


GeorceE M. SHAFFER, Chairman, 

Committee on Worship. 
Northminster Church, 3161 61st St., & 
N. Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota, Fla. 





GIVE AN 





family record, 12 maps. . 


center column references. 


Now on sale at your denominational publishing 
house and your bookstore 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Exclusive publishers of the Revised Standard Version Bible 


RSV (@ONCORDETIE BIBLE 
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CRAGG POINTS TO DIFFICULTIES 
IN WORK TODAY IN MUSLIM LANDS 


New York (RNs) —Preaching the 
Christian gospel to the non-Christian 
world today is “hard going, harder than 
diplomacy, commerce or serving in the 
‘Peace Corps,’” a Christian expert on 
Islam declared here. 

Kenneth Cragg, an Anglican clergy- 
man who since 1957 has directed a spe- 
cial study of Islam on behalf of the Near 
East Christian Council, said the difficul- 
ties are increasing in the Muslim world 
where missionaries all too often are con- 
sidered “exporters of western supremacy.” 

Such difficulties are compounded when 
exponents of Christianity run into or 
create misconceptions that they have come 
to the Muslims to introduce a “superior 
religion,” he told a luncheon meeting of 
the Commission on Ecumenical Mission 
and Relations of the United Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. 

Noting that one-third of all Presby- 
terian mission resources are invested in 
work among Muslims, but “only one- 
tenth of one per cent of the Islamic world 
has been persuaded” by these efforts, he 
emphasized that Christianity currently is 
colliding with “the will to be self-suffi- 
cient and_ self-responsible’’ which pre- 
disposes the awakening Islamic nation 
against Christianity. 


No Seller's Market 


“Missionaries step into a situation 
which is not a seller’s market; a world 
which is in no mood to be a recipient,” 
he said, because the Muslims refuse to 
distinguish between religion and politics. 
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Consequently they associate their strug- 
gle for political independence with in- 
creased efforts to base their political life 
on the concepts of the Islamic religion. 

“Because you cannot disassociate the 
witness of the gospel from the person who 
witnesses to it, paradoxically the people 
who want to carry the message often be- 
come the greatest barrier to the message,” 
Dr. Cragg said. 

The difficulties are increased by lack 
of proper communication caused by the 
unintelligibility of Christian concepts in 
a world familiar with a very different 
culture, he continued. 

He said his own main task as itinerant 
director of the Near East Christian Coun- 
cil’s study program of Islam, has been 
to deepen the understanding of Muslim 
beliefs and basic concepts. He stressed 
that all Christian missionaries need a 
better understanding “and more sensi- 
tivity toward the question why other 
people find our message so strange.” 

“Too often,” he added, “the barrier 
to reaching other people with the Chris- 
tian message lies in the fact that they 
do not understand what it is that they are 
not believing.” 

Misunderstandings, Dr. Cragg said, 
arise on every level of communication, 
beginning with matters of simple super- 
stition or such frequent Muslim ques- 
tions as, “If God had a son, who was his 
wife, and if he had no wife, how could 
he have a son?” and ending with dis- 
cussions on high theological levels. 


Studying Christianity 


As for the high-level discussion, Dr. 
Cragg noted that just as Christians are 
now attempting seriously to study Islam, 
Muslim scholars are studying Christian- 
ity with increasing intensity and serious- 
ness. 

Dr. Cragg himself is author of two 
books on relations between Christians 
and Muslims, “Sandals at the Mosque” 
and “The Call of the Minaret.” 

He stated that, as more and more Is- 
lamic nations are experiencing the diffi- 
culties of maintaining their culture after 
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liberation from imperialistic powers, “the 
Islamic revival becomes more sober.” 

In some Islamic countries, such as 
Pakistan and Egypt, which have beep 
independent for a number of years, “in. 
dependence leads to a certain disenchant. 
ment,” he said, which in the long rup 
may turn the new relationships between 
Christianity and Islam “into a pure gain 
for Christianity.” 

“In the old days Christianity labored 
under the disadvantage of always, and 
very definitely, being identified with im- 
perialism,” Dr. Cragg said. “If, in the 
future, the church can demonstrate that 
it has a geninue interest in the people 
and their country, it may become easier 
for Christians to talk to Muslims as 
equals and thus be in a much better situ- 
ation to be heard.” 

He warned, however, that this could 
not be achieved by taking the negative 
approach of proclaiming that “your reli- 
gion is wrong, and ours is right,” but 
rather by seeking better ways to “express 
Christian concepts from within the Is- 
lamic ideas.” 


Different in Africa 


In Africa, Dr. Cragg said, where Is- 
lam and Christianity are often described 
as being in “a race for the heritage of 
the doomed paganism,” the situation may 
be somewhat different from that in the 
countries of old Islamic culture. 

He observed that in this race it may 
seem that “the dice are loaded against 
Christianity” because “you could move 
from paganism to Islam almost imper- 
ceptibly” while Christianity is offering “a 
much more profound revolution.” 

Islam can co-exist with a great many 
features of the dying African paganism, 
such as polygamy and the lower status 
of women in society, Dr. Cragg explain- 
ed, while Christianity must oppose these 
and make more radical demands. 

This “leaves the church with the prob- 
lem of having to answer very exacting 
questions,” he stressed, “which is both 
the glory and the travail of the church.” 

In either case, he added, it puts square- 
ly before the Christian missionaries the 
hardest of all the demands: To live as 
they preach. 

“Unless we as Christians are prepared 
to live as we preach in today’s world, it 
would be better if we didn’t associate our- 
selves with the church’s doctrine,” Dr. 
Cragg concluded. 

. 2 

The Second Liberal Arts Festival at 
MonMovutTH College (Ill.) May 5-7 will 
feature James Hastings Nichols of the 
University of Chicago Divinity School 
along with Seymour Harris of Harvard, 
Charles H. Smiley of Brown, Lee Ches- 
ney of the University of Illinois, John 
D. Wild of Northwestern, and Gail 
Kubik, Pulitzer Prize-winning musician, 
who has composed an oratorio especially 
for the festival. 
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Importance of Diligence 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for May 21, 1961 
Proverbs 6:6-9; 22:29: 24:30-34; Ecclesiastes 3:2 


Booker T. Washington, eminent Negro 
leader of a past generation, wrote that 
on one of his trips through Alabama he 
met an old colored man “who was one of 
the numerous colored preachers who 
tried to convince me, from the experience 
that Adam had in the Garden of Eden, 
that God cursed all labor and that, there- 
fore, it was a sin for any man to work. 
For this reason this man sought to do 
as little work as possible. He seemed at 
the time to be supremely happy—it was 
Christmas week and a vacation time— 
because he was living, as he expressed it, 
through one week that was free from 
sin.” 

No one today thinks that work is a 
sin, but there are still some who think 
that it is a curse, the result of Adam’s 
sin in the Garden of Eden, the punish- 
ment which God decreed when he said, 
“Cursed is the ground because of you; 
in toil you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life’ (Gen. 3:17). John Calvin 
was one of the eminent Bible expositors 
who gave currency to this view—that the 
labor of man is necessary as a punish- 
ment for sin. But this is not the true 
teaching of the Bible. Adam and Eve 
had work to do in the Garden of Eden— 
in Paradise—before their great sin (Gen. 
2:15). Jesus declared, “My Father is 
working still, and I am working” (John 
o:37). 

We consider this week some of the 
words of the Old Testament sages about 
toil. 





1. Go to the Ant 


For most men individually, and for 
mankind generally, work is an economic 
necessity, the only way in which they can 
avoid poverty and want. 

In Proverbs 6:6-11 the Wise Man 
addresses himself to the sluggard, de- 
fined by Webster as one who is habitually 
lazy, idle and inactive. He is invited, in 
verses 6-8, to learn from the natural 
world, from one of the least, and yet one 
of the most numerous of God’s creatures 
—the ant. In Hasting’s Dictionary of 
the Bible we read: 


“Ants are exceedingly abundant all over 
Palestine, where, through their vast num- 
bers they perform a most important role, 
by continually changing the surface soil 
In the way earthworms do in northern 
countries. No more apt illustration of 
diligence could be found than these little 
Insects, which, in all but the wettest weath- 
er, can be seen scurrying backwards and 
forwards on the long tracks they have 
made. Some common varieties of Pales- 
tine ants store up great quantities of 
various kinds of seeds, which they are 
able, in some unknown way, to prevent 
germinating and make use of as food 
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(Prov. 30:25). Whole troops of these 
little insects may be seen carrying seeds 
often many times their own size and 
weight, from a distant garden or corn- 
field. .. . The stores of seed so collected 
have been found so great that the Mishna 
laid down rules in regard to their own- 
ership. If they were discovered in the 
field before reaping, they belonged to the 
owner, but if afterwards, they were all 
or in part for the poor. The sagacity of 
the ant in this and other respects is wide- 
ly recognized both in Oriental lore—as in 
Proverbs 30:24-25 and even more forcibly 
by the modern naturalist.” 


Earl L. Douglass has reminded us: 


“Modern science has discovered that 
the ant world is highly organized, with 
queens, and that varieties of ants keep 
slaves. But this does not obviate the fact 
that the chief source of their purposeful 
activity is the inner compulsion of in- 
sinct. Not because they have a chief or an 
overseer or a ruler over them do they 
provide bread in the summer and gather 
food in the harvest. There is something 
within them which impels them to be 
exceedingly active every moment of the 
living of their lives and in the pursuit of 
their creature purposes.” 


And they work not only for the present, 
but also for the future, storing up their 
food in the summer time and during the 
harvest season for the barren winter 
which is to follow. 

The writer of the Proverbs urges the 
sluggard to consider the ways of the ants 
and to be wise, that is, to learn from 
them, to observe diligently what they do 
and then go and do likewise. Matthew 
Henry suggests that there are three les- 
sons that we should learn: (1) We must 
prepare for the future and not only for 
the present; 


“ 


. . not eat up all and lay up nothing; 
but in gathering time treasure-up for a 
spending time... (2) We must take 
pains and labor in our business, yea, 
though we labor under inconveniences. 
Even in summer when the weather is 
hot, the ant is busy gathering her food 
and laying it up, and does not indulge her 
ease, nor take her pleasure, as the grass- 
hopper that sings and sports in the sum- 
mer and then perishes in the winter. The 
ants help one another; if one has a grain 
of corn too big for her to carry home her 
neighbers will come in to her assistance. 
(3) We must improve our opportunities; 
we must gather when it is to be had, as 
the ant does in summer and harvest in 
the proper time. It is our wisdom to im- 
prove the season that favors us, because 
that may be done then, which cannot be 
done at all, or not so well done at another 
time.” 


In vss. 9-11 the writer turns to re- 
proof. The sluggard loves his bed, sleeps 
on and on when he should be up and 
doing. “How long will you lie there, 
O sluggard ?” his mother asks. The slug- 
gard characteristically replies that he de- 
sires but a little more sleep, a little more 


slumber, and then he will get up and go 
to his business. 

“But herein he deceives himself; the 
more a slothful temper is indulged; the 
more it prevails; let him sleep a while 
and slumber a while and still he is in the 
same tune; for a little more sleep, yet 
a little more; he never thinks he has 
enough, and yet when he is called, pre- 
tends he will come presently. Thus men’s 
great work is left undone by being put off 
yet a little longer, from day to day.” (Mat- 
thew Henry) 

We might note in passing that it is not 
only his bed that keeps a sluggard from 
his task. It may be the television, or 
sport, or cards, or a score of other things. 

Poverty and want are the inevitable 
consequence of such an attitude toward 
life. They will come irresistibly as an 
armed man overpowers his victim. 


Il. The Field of the Sluggard 


In Proverbs 24:30-34 we have a sec- 
ond picture of the sluggard—the man 
who is just simply lazy. One does not 
need to go to the ants; one needs only to 
look about him, to compare the field or 
the vineyard of the sluggard with the 
field or vineyard of an industrious man; 
the one is fertile with grain or with fruit, 
the other filled with weeds. The one is 
properly fenced in; the other has no pro- 
tection from beasts, for the wall is broken 
and decayed. 

These are extreme examples, of course, 
drawn from a simple agricultural econ- 
omy. But any wise man who looks about 
him will draw the proper conclusion; the 
results of toil or of the lack of toil are al- 
ways plainly evident. 

These passages, and others like them 
in the Proverbs, suggest that idleness, 
lack of application, is the primary cause 
of poverty, and, we might add, of the 
failure to attain competent grades in 
school or adequate skill in one’s calling 
or profession or interest. As Alexander 
Maclaren says: 

“The differences between men who truly 
succeed and the human failures which 
are so frequent are more moral than in- 
tellectual. It has been said that genius 
is, after all, ‘the capacity for taking in- 
finite pains’; and although that is an ex- 
aggerated statement and an incomplete 
analysis there is a great truth in it, and 
it is the homely virtue of hard work 
which tells in the long run, and without 
which the most brilliant talents effect but 
little. However gifted a man may be, he 
will be a failure if he has not learned the 
great secret of dogged persistence in often 
unwelcome toil.” 

Winston Churchill may be taken as 
an example. Woodrow Wyatt, writing in 
Harper's Magazine for September, 1954, 
told us the Churchill was not a natural 
speaker, but that the way he 

“|... approached his maiden speech was 
a sample of the future. He worked at it 
with an energy above mere industry. 
Today if he is to speak in the House he 
applies himself as hard as he did when 
be was twenty-six. ... This unremitting 


work is at the heart of his success as a 
speaker.” 


13 








And so it is with most men who are 
successful in any sphere. 

What is the cause of laziness? For 
some people the cause is physical. Such 
people need to see a doctor. But 

7 . more often than not the root of 
laziness is a false philosophy of life. And 
this, of course, is only another way of 
saying that laziness is primarily a spirit- 
ual disease. Many people believe that the 
way to be happy is to be free of the dis- 
cipline which tasks involve. Others re- 
gard work as degrading and trouble- 
some.” 

The cure for this disease is a true phi- 
losophy of life—to see life as a trust 
committed to one by God and for which 
he shall be held responsible. 

But though laziness is a frequent cause 
of poverty, we must not think, as some 
have tended to do, that all poverty in 
individuals or nations is due to lack of 
application. It may be due to lack of 
ability or to lack of opportunity, or to 
lack of sufficient resources, or to the 
selfishness or injustice of those who al- 
ready possess more than their just share 
of this world’s goods. We have no obli- 
gations to support those who do not wish 
to work, but Christians do have a respon- 
sibility to aid those who cannot work. 


ill. The Reward of Diligence 
In Proverbs 22:29 and Ecclesiastes 
3:2 the Wise Man pictures some of the 
rewards of diligence. The first passage 
in the KjJv reads: “Seest thou a man 
diligent in his business? He shall stand 
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before kings; he shall not stand before 
mean men.” The rsv renders the verse 
more accurately: 
Do you see a man skillful in his work? 
he will stand before kings; 
he will not stand before obscure men. 


But skill in any area is not attained with- 
out diligence. 

The Proverb is not a promise to be 
taken literally, of course, or a principle 
that has no exception. Not all skilled 
men stand before kings, and not all at- 
tain recognition by their peers. The man 
of ability may be overlooked because of 
favoritism, because he is unwilling to 
play according to the “rules of the 
game,” or because he is of the wrong 
race or religion. Nonetheless the tendency 
of diligence, or skill, is to promotion, ad- 
vancement, success. The man who has 
developed skill in any trade, art, profes- 
sion or business is not likely to remain in 
obscurity. The proverb also implies that 
a wise ruler or statesman will select for 
the service of the state men who have 
given proof of vigorous, intelligent, en- 
terprising and steadily preserving char- 
acter in the departments in which they 
have been engaged. 

Perhaps the greatest reward that can 
come to any man however is the inner 
satisfaction that comes from work well 
done. Recall in this connection the rugged 
words of Thomas Carlyle: 

“The only happiness that a brave man 
ever troubles himself much about is hap- 
piness to get his work done. Not ‘I can’t 
eat’ but ‘I can’t work,’ that is the burden 
of all wise complaining men. It is, after 
all, the one unhappiness of a man that 
he cannot work; that he cannot get his 
destiny as a man fulfilled. Behold, the 
day is passing swiftly away, our life is 
passing over; and the night cometh when 
no man can work.” 


And who that has read can forget 
those sledge-hammer sentences with 
which he concludes his Everlasting Yea: 


“I say now to myself, Produce, Pro- 
duce. Were it but the pitifullest infinites- 
timal fraction of a product, produce it in 
10d’s name. ’Tis the utmost thou hast in 
thee; out with it then. Up, up; whatso- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy whole might. Work while it is called 
today; for the night cometh, wherein no 
man can work.” 


Henry Van Dyke was half-right, but 
half-wrong when he sang: 
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“This is the gospel of labor, ring it ye 

bells of the kirk— 

The Lord of Love comes down from 
above to live with the men who work, 

This is the rose that he planted here ip 
the thorn-cursed soil— 

Heaven is blessed with perfect rest, pyt 
the blessing of earth is toil.” 


The blessing of earth is toil, and nor. 
mal men or women cannot be happy for 
any length of time unless they haye 
worthwhile work to do. As the writer of 
Ecclesiastes puts it: “There is nothing 
better than that a man should enjoy his 
work.” But can all men enjoy their work 
—men who do nothing all day but screw 
a nut on a bolt, or women who stitch ing 
sleeve? That is a question with which 
wise industrialists are concerned, as well 
as the men and women who labor in our 
factories. If one cannot find satisfaction 
in the work which he must do to eam 
a livelihood then let him find satisfac. 
tion in some unremunerative labor outside 
his regular working hours, and also by 
putting more of himself into his routine 
task. (This is a question about which 
there might well be serious discussion 
within the group. ) 

Henry Van Dyke was right when he 
said, “The blessing of earth is toil,” but 
was he right when he declared, “Heaven 
is blessed with perfect rest?’’ There are 
those who think so, who believe that 
heaven is a pleasant place where we shall 
idle away the hours of eternity and twang 
our golden harps and sing our hymns 
of praise. Rudyard Kipling had another 
conception : 

“When earth’s last picture is painted, 
and the tubes are twisted and dried, 

When the oldest colors are faded, and 

the youngest critic has died, 

We shall rest, and faith we shall need 

it, lie down for an aeon or two, 


Till the Master of All Good Workmen 
shall set us to work anew. . 


And only the Master shall praise us and 
only the Master shall blame, 
And no one shall work for money, and 
no one shall work for fame, 
But each for the joy of working, and 
each in his separate star, 
Shall draw the Thing as he sees It, for 
the God of things as They Are.” 
Kipling’s picture is more true to the 
Bible than the other more familiar one. 
Jesus’ parables make it plain that there 
is work to do in heaven, that our work 
there grows out of our work here, and 
that the importance of that work shall 
depend on the faithfulness with which we 
perform our earthly task; that we shall 
employ there all the talents that we have 
developed here in the Master’s service. 
We must work therefore while it is day, 
knowing that the night cometh when our 
work during this probationary period 
shall be completed, and when we will 
have to answer for our stewardship be- 
fore the Lord and Master of us all. 
Peg a ig 
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BOOK NOTES 


Current book club selections: 

Famity (June): Mary, Queen of 
Scots. N. Brysson Morrison. Vanguard 
Press. 

PasTORAL PsycHoLocy (May): Men- 
tal Health of the Minister. Wayne Oates. 
Channel Press. 

Putpir (May): Dear Mr. Brown. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. Harper & Bros. 

Reticious (May): Interpreting the 
Parables. A. M. Hunter. Westminster 
Press; Freedom of the Pulpit. Lee Moore- 
head. Abingdon Press. 





* *x* * 


A DOCTOR’S CASEBOOK IN THE LIGHT 
OF THE BIBLE. By Paul Tournier. Harper 
& Bros., New York. 256 pp., $3.50. 

This is the American edition of a vol- 
ume first published in England in 1954 
(being translated from the French). The 
author is a physician who is also a the- 
ologian and has become widely known 
in the United States through his The 
Meaning of Persons, in addition to this 
earlier work. More recently he has been 
touring this country speaking to various 
church and university groups. 

Combining insights from medicine and 
theology, his thesis here is that all heal- 
ing is of God; thus he holds that there is 
no categorical distinction between so- 
called natural healing and spiritual heal- 
ing. The physician’s task is to treat the 
whole person, not simply the disease. In 
expanding this thesis he deals with such 
issues as the relationship between sin 
and sickness, the meaning of health and 
wholeness, and the tension between life 
and death. 

This is a remarkable book, both in 
style and content. In a day when there 
is much confusion in the area of faith 
and health, Tournier’s approach is both 
instructive and reassuring. Every pastor 
will find this volume invaluable in his 
ministry to the sick. In many places it 
will certainly prove useful as the basis 
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for discussion between physicians and 
clergymen. 

Wo. B. OcLEsBy, JR. 
Union Theological Seminary, in Va. 


THE ENGLISH BIBLE, A History of Trans- 
lations. By F. F. Bruce. Oxford University 
Press, New York. XIV plus 234 pp., $3.75. 

It would be hard to imagine a better 
book for its purposes than this. The 
author has undertaken to trace in non- 
technical language the history of the 
translation of the Bible into English from 
earliest times to the present. As one would 
expect, chapters are devoted to Wycliffe, 
Tyndale and his successors, to the Great 
Bible, the Geneva and Bishops’ Bible, 
the King James Version, the Revised Ver- 
sion (English and American) and the 
RSV. But full notice is also taken of 
Roman Catholic versions, as well as of 
the various private attempts that have 
been made, and continue to be made, to 
render the Bible into the language of the 
man in the street. The concluding chap- 
ter deals with the New English Bible, 
the New Testament portion of which has 
just appeared. The reader will find the 
author’s information accurate and his 
judgments consistently balanced and fair. 
Moreover, his style is exceedingly lucid. 
The book can be highly recommended to 
all interested persons; church and Sun- 
day school libraries would do well to own 
it. 

JOHN BRIGHT. 
Union Theological Seminary, Va. 
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Prophet, Speak Now! Robert B. McNeill. 
John Knox Press. Richmond, Va. $2.50. 

The Bible Companion. William Neil, edi- 
tor. McGraw-Hill Book Co., N. Y. $9.95. 

Preaching on the Books of the Old Tes- 
tament. Dwight E. Stevenson. Harper & 
Bros., N. Y. $3.95. 

Arranging Flowers for the Sanctuary. 
Frances Patteson-Knigh & Margaret Mc- 
Reynolds St. Claire. Harper & Bros.. $3.50. 

The Letters to Timothy, Titus & Phile- 
mon. William Barclay. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. $2.50. 

The Autobiography of Lyman Beecher. 
Vols. 1 and 2. Barbara M. Cross, ed. Har- 
vard University Press, Cambridge, Mass. 
$17.50 set. 

Papa Was A Preacher. Alyene Porter. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. $1, paper. 

A History of the Evangelical & Reform- 
ed Church. D. Dunn, J. Friedli, C. E. 
Schneider, P. N. Crusius, T. W. Menzel, 
Wm. Toth, J. E. Wagner. Christian Edu- 
cation Press, Philadelphia, Pa. $5.95. 

Love Almighty and Ills Unlimited. Aus- 
tin Farrer. Doubleday & Co., N. Y. $3.50. 

Protestant Experience with United States 
Immigration. 1910-1960. Benson Y,. Lan- 
dis. Dept. of Church World Service, Na- 
tional Council of Churches, N. Y. $1.25, 
paper. 

Action for Mental Health. Report of 
Joint Commission on Mental Illness and 
Health. Basic Books, Inc., N. Y. $6.75. 

The Black Muslims in America. C. Eric 
Lincoln. Beacon Press, Boston, Mass. $4.95. 

Word-Focusing—A New Way to Pray. 
Charlie and Martha Shedd. Upper Room, 
Nashville, Tenn. 50¢, paper. 

Dragon in the Kremlin. Marvin Kalb. 
E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., N. Y. $4.50. 








New APEX PAPERBOUND REPRINTS 


jrom CAbingdon Press 


Meditations for Women 


Jean Beaven Abernethy, editor. “One 
of the best volumes of meditations . . . 
in a long time.’—Pulpit Digest. “Rep- 
resentative of the best .. . women are 
thinking today.” — Christian Century 
384 pages Fl 69¢ 


Riches of the Kingdom 


Grace Noll Crowell. “Another delight- 
ful volume from the pen of our favor- 
ite poet.”—DanteL A. Powine in Chris- 
tian Century 128 pages F4 69¢ 


Spiritual Hilltops 


Ralph Spaulding Cushman. 
great preacher .. . a poet of no mean 
ability. Almost every page contains 
one of his gems.”—Church Manage- 
ment 160 pages F5 69¢ 


The Evening Altar 
Carl Wallace Petty. Sixteen stimulat- 
ing meditations, dealing with such 
topics as Faith, Hope, Fear, and Suc- 
cess. 192 pages F7 69¢ 
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Ten Rules for Living 


Clovis G. Chappell. “Of all the books 
written about the ten commandments, 
it may be doubted whether any has 
ever interpreted them so vividly.”— 
Christian Century 176 pages F2 95¢ 


Sermons for Special Days 


Charles M. Crowe. “A sourcebook of 
sermon material for special days.”— 
The Pulpit. “Valuable .. . and usable 
materials.”"—Watchman Examiner . 

176 pages F3 95¢ 


Peter and His Lord 


Clarence E. Macartney. “An inductive 
biography of a many-sided man, a 
sturdy and great man.”—Pulpit Digest 
248 pages F6 95¢ 


There Are Sermons in Stories 


William L. Stidger. “A collection of 
worth-while stories which can be used 
in the pulpit."-—Church Management 

152 pages F8 95¢ 


Order now from your bookstore 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








Presbyterian, U. S. 

John L. Stevenson, director of Camp 
Calvin for Atlanta Presbytery, is now at 
Rt. 2, Hampton, Ga. 

Hugh W. McCutchan, retired, from 
Blackey, Ky., to 816 Clark St., Canton, 
Mo. 

William H. Taylor from Epes, Ala., to 
Box 234, McIntosh, Fla., where he is pas- 
tor of the First larger parish. 

H. P. Ruppenthal, who has been in 
Durham, N. C., has been able to return to 
active status and now serves the Meb- 
ane Memorial church, 214 N. Madison 
Blvd., Roxboro, N. C. 

C. D. Patterson, now retired, is living 
at Bunnlevel, N. C. 

Herbert T. Lewis from Faison, N 
the Immanuel church, 
Wilmington, N. C. 

George D. McCall, who has been en- 
gaged in graduate work at Princeton 
Seminary, has become minister of the 
Highlands, N. C., church. 

William A. McCutchen, Jr., from Salis- 
bury, N. C., to minister of education and 
associate pastor of the Hidenwood 
church, 414 Hiden Blvd., Newport News, 
Va. 

James A. Mitchell, 108 Dickson Dr., Hot 
Springs National Park, Ark., has become 
executive secretary of Church Extension 
for Ouachita Presbytery. 

Kenneth P. Craig, formerly of the Mc- 
Elroy Memorial A. R. P. church, Atlanta, 
has become minister of the Inman Park 
(U.S.) church, 1756 Ridgecrest Ct., N. E., 
Atlanta 7, Ga. 

Alton H. Glasure from the First church, 
St. Petersburg, Fla., to Florida Presbyte- 
rian College, Maritime Base, St. Peters- 
burg. 

Leroy B. Horn, Jr., from Weslaco, 
Texas, to 2610 Hopeton St., San Antonio, 
Texas, where he is leading in the organi- 
zation of a new church. 

Herbert Bailey from Laurens, S. C., to 
the Cliffwood church, Augusta, Ga. 

O. V. Caudill, now retired, will move in 
the early summer from Atlanta, Ga., to 
714 S. Main St., Salisbury, N. C. 

William J. Barnett from Haskell, Texas, 
to the Grapevine, Texas church, Box 372. 

Ernest M. Bradford, formerly of the 
Baptist church, now serves the First, 
Cousar Memorial and Mt. Pisgah church- 
es, Hartsville, S. C. 

L. A. Beckman, Jr., has resigned as 
executive secretary of Savannah (Ga.) 
Presbytery, effective May 15, to become 
pastor of the New Augusta, Miss., 
Vernal churches, 

J. Richard Bass has resigned as minis- 
ter of the St. Marys, Ga., church, effective 
May 31, since he will be going as a mis- 
sionary to Mexico. 

John C. Livingston, formerly of Win- 
chester, Va., has been installed as pastor 
of the First church, Statesboro, Ga. 

David E. Boozer, Flemington, Ga., is to 
become minister of the newly organized 
church at Jekyll Island, Ga. 

Lewis W. Bullard, formerly of Calhoun, 
Ga., has begun his work and been in- 
stalled as pastor of the Allenhurst, Ga., 
church. 

John P, Stephenson has become pastor 
of the new Westminster church, Fayette- 
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ville, N. C., which he has been organizing 
during the past year. 

Donald F. Bobb from Austin, Texas, to 
39 Gray St., Boston 16, Mass. 

J. Kelly Neal from Houston, Texas, to 
the Harlandale church, 1630 Pleasanton 
Rd., San Antonio, Texas. 

Lacy R. Harwell, Gainesville, Fla., has 
accepted work on the staff of the Taber- 
nacle church, Philadelphia, Pa. 

W. G. Wood from Low Moor 
West, S. C. 

Keeran C. Willis from Shorter, Ala., to 
the Westview church, 1020 W. Catawba 
Ave., Mt. Holly, N. C. 

1. S. McElroy, Richmond, Va., for 25 
years district secretary of the American 
Bible Society, will be honorably retired 
June 20. The McElroys will continue to 
make their home at 2500 Kenmore Rd., 
Richmond 28, Va. 

Frank S. Johnston, Leasburg, N. C. was 
honorably retired May 1, having served 
the Griers and Pleasant Grove churches. 

Leslie L. O’Connor from Port Isabel, 
Texas, to U. S. Naval Hospital, Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 

Leighton M. McCutchen, Jr., from Park 
Forest, IIl., to 21 Indi-Illi Park, Hammond, 
La. 

L. T. Edgerton, retired, from Concord, 
N. C., to Whitsett, N. C. 


to Due 


United Presbyterian, USA 


John P. Emig, formerly of Edwards- 
ville, Ill., has begun his new work as 
minister of the Covenant church, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

William C. Porter, long-time pastor in 
Ozark, Mo., has been retired and is mak- 
ing his home in Denison, Kans, 

Herbert M. Lohr has been retired as 
pastor of the Winnebago church, St. 


Louis, Mo., completing 41 years in #hp 
ministry. t 
Robert A. Giezentanner from Heavye 

Okla., to associate pastor of the 
church, Joplin, Mo. 4 
Clifford A. Thaden, Lime Springs, Ohig 
will become minister of the Savannah 
Mo., church in June. : 
Lewis M. Evans from Jefferson ry. 
Mo., to 4311 East 56th Pl., Tulsa 5, Okie 
William J. Bovard from New Castle: 
Pa., to 33 Pine St., Kane, Pa., June 1, 


DEATHS 
Charles S. Williams, 86, died March 
at his home in La Habra, Calif. 


STUDY OPPORTUNITY 

Robert Leslie, Jr., San Augustine, T 
as, has been awarded a university g 
uate fellowship by McGill Universit 
Montreal, Canada, for study in the fa 
of divinity during the next academ 
year. 


DCEs 
Dorothy Richmond, from Scottsbl 
Nebr., to the Manitowoc, Wisc., chure 
Delores Horne, from Houston, Tex 
to the First church, Longview, Texas. 


MARYVILLE ACCEPTANCE 

Joseph J. Copeland, pastor of Seco 
church, Knoxville, Tenn., who was ele¢ 
president of Maryville College to succe 
Ralph Waldo Lloyd during the coming 
summer, has announced his acceptane 
of the post. 


UPUSA BOARD PRESIDENT 

John E. Bouquet, First church, Neen 
Wis., has succeeded Ganse Little, P. 
dena, Calif., as president of the Unite 
Presbyterian, USA, Board of Christ 
Education. 
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